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Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act requires
that communities with a significant number of
language minorities provide multilingual
election materials and voting assistance.
Although anecdotal evidence suggests that
Section 203 is a vital tool for incorporating non-
English-speaking citizens into the political
system, researchers have failed to clearly link
coverage to higher rates of voter registration
and turnout. This study measures and predicts
levels of compliance with legally guaranteed
protections and argues that variance in
compliance may explain mixed conclusions
about the effect of Section 203 coverage.
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